The Howard Community College/Howard County Public School System College Readiness Initiative
As part of the college readiness initiative between Howard Community College and the Howard County Public School System, regular 11th grade students will take the ACCUPLACER English assessment to determine their current level of aptitude in reading comprehension and sentence skills (writing). All incoming students at two-year institutions of higher learning must take a placement test to determine their English and mathematics skills before taking any English or mathematics classes. It is important, therefore, for graduating high school students to know just how college-ready they are. Concerning these subjects, it is our mission to bridge the gap between Howard County high schools and Howard Community College so that students are prepared to continue their education.

The ACCUPLACER assessments allow high schools teachers and administrators to evaluate how well students are progressing in their English studies so that areas of opportunity can be addressed for students who are not on track. Students are tested in their junior year, thus allowing for sufficient time to make any necessary curriculum adjustments or study approaches.
Testing at this level also benefits students who score well enough to be placed into college-level classes, because those students can use their scores if they decide to attend Howard Community College or any other Maryland two-year institution that utilizes the ACCUPLACER assessment for placement. Provided those students enroll in the fall semester following high school graduation, they will not need to retest in the English portion of the ACCUPLACER assessment, enabling them to apply for early enrollment.
The ACCUPLACER assessment is the standard for placement testing in the great majority of two-year Maryland colleges, and is also administered at some four-year colleges and universities. ACCUPLACER is a College Board product, as is the SAT test; therefore it provides an accurate assessment for incoming college freshmen that is consistent with state and national standards. The ACCUPLACER assessment is an ideal measuring stick that allows all stakeholders to gauge student progress with confidence as they begin the transition from high school to college.
