Suggested Summer Reading 

for Middle School Students 
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Adventure 

The Deerslayer by James Fenimore Cooper 

The Tiger Rising by Kate DiCamillo

The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas

Three Musketeers by Alexandre Dumas

Shipwrecked! The True Adventures of a Japanese Boy  

by Rhoda Blumberg

Down the Yukon by Will Hobbs

Around the World
The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis

The Jacob Ladder by Gerald Hausman & Uton Hinds

Ties that Bind, Ties that Break by Lensey Namioka

Esperanza Rising by Pam Ryan

Taste of Salt by Francis Temple

Homeless Bird by Gloria Whelan

Chinese Cinderella by Adeline Yen Mah
Award Winners
The Land by Mildred D. Taylor

Money Hungry by Sharon G. Flake 

The Ropemaker by Peter Dickinson

True Believer by Virginia Euwer Wolff

Black Potatoes:  The Story of the Great Irish Famine, 

1845-1850 by Susan Campbell Bartoletti
Everything on a Waffle by Polly Horvath

A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park
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Black-Eyed Susan Nominees

Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer

Rewind by William Sleator

The Ghost in the Tokaido Inn 

by Dorothy and Thomas Hoobler

No More Dead Dogs 

by Gordon Korman

Hidden Talents by David Lubar

Soldier Mom by Alice Mead

Guts by Gary Paulsen

Define Normal by Julie Ann Peters

Miracle’s Boys by Jacqueline Woodson 

A Boy at War: A Novel of Pearl Harbor
by Harry Mazer


Fantasy

Mirror of Merlin 

by T. A. Barron 

The Power of Un 

by Nancy Etchemendy 

Dial-a-Ghost by Eva Ibbotson

Taggerung:  A Tale From

Redwall by Brian Jacques 

Beast by Donna Jo Napoli 

Two Stones are hatching 

by Geraldine McCaughrean 

Two Princesses of Bamarre by Gail Carson Levine

Horror
Among the Impostors by Margaret Peterson Haddix 

Jade Green: A Ghost Story by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 

For Mike by Shelley Sykes

Clockwork or All Wound Up by Philip Pullman

The Silver Kiss by Annette Curtis Klause

Humor

Bo & Mzzz Mad by Sid Fleischman 

The Misfits by James Howe

In Ned's Head by Anders Jacobsson & Shoren Olsson

Frog Face & the Three Boys by Don Trembath 

Island of the Aunts by Eva Ibbotson 
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In Their Shoes

I'm Not Who You Think I Am
by Peg Kehret (Mental illness)

Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key 

by Jack Gantos  (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder)

Of Sound Mind by Jean Ferris

(Deafness)

Kissing Doorknobs by Terry Hesser

(Obsessive-compulsive disorder)

Probably Still Nick Swansen 

by Virginia Wolff   (Learning disabilities)
All the Way Home by Patricia Reilly Giff  (Polio)
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Mystery
Following Fake Man
by Barbara Holmes 

The Star Spangled

Secret by K. M Kimball

Playing for Keeps

by Joan Lowery Nixon 

Sammy Keyes & the

Hollywood Mummy 

by Wendelin Van Draanen 

There's a Dead Person Following My Sister Around 

by Vivian Van de Velde 

NonFiction
Dear Mother, Dear Daughter:  Poems for Young People
by Jane Yolen
Twin Tales by Donna Jackson

Stay Strong:  Simple Life Lessons for Teens 

by Terrie Williams

More Taste Berries for Teens by Bettie Youngs

The Great Fire by Jim Murphy 

The Worst-Case Scenario Survival Handbook 

by Josh Piven & David Borgenicht

She Said Yes by Misty Bernall 

Surviving Hitler by Andrea Warren
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Rats!
I was a Rat! By Philip Pullman

The Truth About Rats, Rules

and Seventh Grade 

by Linda Zinnen 

Dark Portal by Robin Jarvis

Water Rat by Marnie Laird 

River Rats by Caroline Stevermer

[image: image6.png]





Realistic 

A Door Near Here by Heather Quarles 

What Every Girl (Except Me) Knows by Nora Baskin 

Princess in the Spotlight by Meg Cabot 

P.S. Longer Letter Later
by Paula Danziger & Ann M. Martin

Snail Mail No More 

by Paula Danziger & Ann M. Martin

Love That Dog by Sharon Creech

Backwater by Joan Bauer

Sports
Top Wing 

by Matt Christopher

On the Devil's Court
by Carl Deuker

Crash by Jerry Spinelli Racing the Past
by Sis Deans 

Babe & Me:  A Baseball Card Adventure 

by Dan Gutman

The Greatest:  Muhammed Ali by Walter Dean Myers 

Travel Back in Time
The Ransom of Mercy Carter by Caroline Cooney 

Walk Across the Sea by Susan Fletcher 

Dave at Night by Gail Carson Levine 

Fair Weather by Richard Peck 

The Orphan of Ellis Island by Elvira Woodruff

The titles on this list are just some of the books you might want to read this summer.  Most of these authors have written other books you might also enjoy.  Check out these titles or ask your librarian for additional suggestions.


Howard County’s Middle School Media Specialists and Librarians from the Howard County Library prepared this list for you.  We hope you enjoy reading some of these selections.


The URL for the Howard County Library is � HYPERLINK http://www.hclibrary.org ��www.hclibrary.org� if you wish to go online to check the availability of a book.  This list is also available online at � HYPERLINK http://www.howard.k12.md.us/oetm/media/default.htoml ��www.howard.k12.md.us/oetm/media/default.html�.


The original artwork is by Nick Aburn from Burleigh Manor Middle School ( 2002.








