
 
 Since 1992 the Maryland Association of School Librarians 
(formerly MEMO) has given the Black-Eyed Susan Award in several 
categories. The purpose of this award is to promote literacy and lifelong 
reading habits by encouraging students to read quality, contemporary 
literature.  The books selected for each category are expected to broaden 
the human experience and provide accurate, factual information. 

The Black-Eyed Susan Book Award honors outstanding books 
chosen annually by Maryland students.  Many Howard County elementary 
schools participate in this award by sharing the books with the students 
and providing them with the opportunity to vote for their favorite book. 
Check with the library media specialist at your school to find out how 
your child can participate. 

 
2008-2009 Picture Book Nominees 

 
AUTHOR TITLE 
Barretta, Gene 
 

Now & Ben: The Modern 
Inventions of Benjamin Franklin 

Bruel, Nick Who is Melvin Bubble? 
Bruel, Robert O. Bob and Otto 
Clements, Andrew Dogku 
Deedy, Carmen Agra 
 

Martina the Beautiful Cockroach: 
A Cuban Folktale 

Ehrhardt, Karen This Jazz Man 
Flaherty, Alice 
 

The Luck of the Loch Ness 
Monster: A Tale of Picky Eating 

Harrington, Janice N. 
 

The Chicken-Chasing Queen of 
Lamar County 

Kay, Verla Rough, Tough Charley 
Madison, Alan 
 

Velma Gratch and the Way Cool 
Butterfly 

Sierra, Judy Mind Your Manners, B. B. Wolf 
Schachner, Judith Byron Knock, Knock! 
Watt, Melanie Scaredy Squirrel 
Woodruff, Elvira 
 

Small Beauties: The Journey of 
Darcy Heart O'Hara 

 
 

More information about the Black-Eyed Susan Book Award can be found on the 
Maryland Association of School Librarians Web page: http://www.maslmd.org 
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